The 80/20 JAPANESE Guide To
Japanese Verb Tenses & Forms

Verb Structure & Types

Stem

Three types: "ru-verbs",
"u-verbs", irregular verbs.

Ending

+ | Changes according to verb
tense/form and politeness.

Ru-Verbs (called "add-on verbs" in 80/20 Japanese)
Stem is always the same. Dictionary form (informal present/
future tense) is always "stem + 3 ", eg. eat = ERB .

Last sound in stem changes to fit verb ending.

U-verbs ("vowel-changing verbs")

This sound is taken from same line in syllabary (hiragana chart)

for all tenses for a given verb. See examples below.

Notation: stem(X) = stem with X vowel sound variant.

Verb Tense/Form Selection and Usage

Japanese verbs are conjugated based on two things - function (tense/form)
and politeness (polite or informal).

Choosing the appropriate level of politeness

Polite

Informal

¢ People older or more senior
(eg. boss, even if a younger age)
e Unfamiliar people
¢ Clients, customers etc.

If in doubt, be polite!

e Familiar people, such as family and
close friends (incl. close older people)

¢ People younger or more junior (eg.
subordinates, lower-rank colleagues)

e Children (often even if unfamiliar)

Choosing the appropriate verb tense/form

*If last sound in stem is from a-line (&-(\-3- % - &), stem(a) variant uses [ ].

lrregular verbs

Don't fit either of above types. Only three verbs in this category:
9%/ UEY (do), <% / EFT (come), (X / WEFT (go).

progress at a specific time in the past (eg. At 2pm, | was ...)
~T + €& : "Please ..." (eg. Please eat = eARTLEE W)
~T + [other verb/phrase]: Action followed by another
action. Can be stacked for multiple subsequent actions.

Tense/form | When to use it
Vowel | Example tense/form Examples
(X) | with stem(X) drink it b Present/Future | Actions that start in the future; Recurring/habitual actions
rin write uy
N — I DI HhAn I Past Actions that have completed (incl. recurring/habitual
a etgatl\;e)ln ;rkr/’r:a &' L DL actions that have ceased)
=stem(a) + ¥
Negative Same as for equivalent postive form, but with negative
i i \ YR
! POItlte ?r)eseinta/_future DHEY | BEET gy forms meaning, ie. "will not __", "did not __", etc.
= stem(i) +
Dict tem(u) | 0B Y » Let's... To say, "Let's do...". Add ] for question: "Shall we...?".
u ictionary = stem(u T < D
Polit tential OHET | HEET RS Potential To say someone can do/is capable of doing something.
e olite potentia & 17X A
= stem(e) + ¥ | want to... To say, "l want to...". Not used for, "l want [something]".
Lot — tem(o) +5 | 085 Frv pryres Change 120\ to [1z</20\] to make negative (don't want).
o et's... =stem(o) + 5 i) ' (2}
- T-Form Many uses, including (but not limited to):
- o PV poJC . ) .
I_nf;)rmal FlaSt . DAL LA ol ~T+ W3/ WET : "Is doing". Actions currently in progress.
(none) | = stem(-) + [various] ~T + W/ WELE : "Was doing". Actions that were in

Polite Verb Tenses & Forms

Present/ Past Negative Negative past "Let's..." form "l want to..." Potential
future present/future ("can do")
ru-verbs | stem + F9 stem + FUJE stem + A stem + FBATULR stem + L&D | stem+ZWTYI | stem+BNET
u-verbs | stem(i)+F9 | stem(i)+ FU | stem(i) + FEBA | stem(i) + FEATUR | stem(i) + FULD | stem(i) + 2LWTT | stem(e) + £
LEY LEF9 LELIZ LEEA LFRATLZ LFELL LrWTY TEFY
CEX ) =r¥) SELE SEEA SFEEATLUE FFELLS EVTY I5NEY
WEEYd WEFT WEFLEZ WEFEA WEFEBATUEL WEFELLS WErWTY WIEed
Informal Verb Tenses & Forms C -Form
Note: U-verb conjugations for past tense and T -form vary according to last sound. Grouped here by last sound in dict. form.
Present/ Past Negative Negative past "Let's..." |"lwantto..." Potential T -Form
future present/future ("can do")
ru-verbs stem+ 3 stem + f stem + 72\ stem + ZHofc | stem+ &5 | stem+ el | stem + 5NB stem+ T
u-verbs
35, 2. % stem(-) + oIz stem(-) + 2T
M BB stem(-) + ARZ stem(-) + AT
stem(u) stem(a) + 1LY | stem(a) + RHfE | stem(o) + D | stem(i) + fcL) | stem(e) + B
4 stem(-) + L)z stem(-) + \\T
< stem(-) + L\fE stem(-) + LT
E) stem(-) + Uz stem(-) + LT
LEY 9% LUl Ui Uiahvore L&D urznh TED LT
L <% S JTR0 JIEhvore &5 S v o) ET
WEF9 (AT Lofe LWAMVEL LhEDoR was WEzW Wid LT
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